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Senatols,

Toclay I am retur.ning Enrollecl Senate :llill 686 to ¡,.eL without nly appr.oval.

Our state laws plovicle rol:ust whistleblower protections ancl pi'ohibit the State of
Michigan from retaliating agaiust an ernployee for lepo¡ting ã violatio¡ of 1aw, 1\{y
adrninistration cloes not intencl to change that, ancL l aut cotnmitted to pr.otecti.g
rvhistleblowets and ensuling a safe, tlanspalent state gover.nlnelt, 1\{y very firsi
executive dilective, in fact, clirected each cl-epaltment di¡ector ancL aqtonom.ous
agerlcy heacl to lernincl theil employees <lf applicable protections r-rncler The
Whistleblowels'ProtectionAct, IVICL 15.361 to 15.369 aucl g$ Z-10 of the rules of
ùhe Michigan Civii Ser.vice Cornmission.

Ignoling those existing protections, this legislation aims to score political poi'ts by
coclifying a piece of buclget boilerplate that violates the N{ichigan bonstitutiou.
Putting that boilerplate into a stanclalone bill cloes nothing to r:ernecly the
constittrtional clefects. Whether ancl. how to cliscipline employees is a sorc executive
po'wel', entrustecl in part to the governor ancl in palt to the Civil Service
Comrnissiolr.

Becanse Lhis legislation violates both i:he cor:stitutio¡al separatiol of powels ancl
alLicle 6, section 5 of the Michigern Constitulion of 1963 (d¿taililg the d*ties of the
Civil Selvice Comrnission), I arn vetoing it.
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